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Over 45% (173 million ha) of EU27

« Recognised that habitats and landscapes of High
Nature Value ARE intimately associated with
farming practices

» Taking land out of agricultural production is
not the answer for farmland biodiversity Ay

RATHER

* It Is essential to ensure type anoLmten




Farmland biodiversity

* Intensification of
management practices

 Abandonment of
management practices

o Simplification of
agricultural landscapes

Intensity of agriculture

Graph from presentation by: Hoogeveen Y.R., Petersen J.E. & Gabrielsen P. (2001). Agriculture and biodiversity in Europe. Background report to the High-Level
European Conference on Agriculture and Biodiversity, 5-7 June, Paris. STRA-CO/AGRI (2001) 17. Council of Europe/UNEP.



Where are we now?
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Mote: Figures in brackets show the number of species included
in each category.

Source: Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, British Trust
for Ornithology, Defra, Joint Nature Conservation Committee

Wild bird population index: 1970-2007

Scotland: 1994-2007 (BTO)

Stable (but at low levels):
e Linnet

« Skylark

« Starling

*  Yellowhammer

Declined:
¢ Curlew (-48%)

« Kestrel (-56%)
* Lapwing (-38%)
* Meadow pipit (-23%)
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Farming’'s
Retreat
from the
Hills
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21st century. A mew report published today by Scof

oty s o
Palicy {CAF), paints the way forwand for a fainer o
more farmers s well 25 the envircRment cops wit

countryside.

The current CAP leaves Scotland at the botiom of
funding and our farmers receive far lower direct P

Europeas counterparts. WIth the curment CAP cosi
month In tax, everyone has an interest in seeing
report, Beyond fhe CAP = Towards a Sustainable
piots & viabie future for the Scottish Government 1
coming back to Scottish tarmers and crofters, and|
custodians for the countryside and iodiversity.

i el Beyond the CAP

D ey Ty Towards a Sustainable Land Use Policy that works for Scotland

fragmentation
securing amd malntaining desigmated nature cons

sustawmable management of vital sofl and water red
sucuring the long term feture of High Ratene Ve
odiversity and landscaps besafits.

Thee CAP's huge €40.55n budget = which began as|
tarmers to produce food - now lacks 8 clear dinect
musch farmeers prodeced In the past. It s vuinesab
budget; already funds have: been diverted to the
and now is. the tme for 2 mew Europe-wide policy
ponds. Sootiand‘s land mamsgers are particatarty
and this would give the CAP relevance and brosd §
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e Put farmland blodlverS|ty conservation higher
up the list of policy priorities

Make existing budget go further:

e Require substantial changes at farm level

e.g. need minimum amount of habitat diversity to qualify
for Single Farm Payment?

Pro-actively target agri-environment

Direct additional support to
High Nature Value farming




e Value farming

e The underlying principle to the HNV concept
was, and remains, basically:

* A large proportion (c. 30% of EU farmland) is of
particularly high nature conservation value

 That market pressures are are increasingly
making these farms economically unviable

 Intensifying or abandoning farming on these
farms would adversely impact the HNV

e There Is therefore a case to direct

additional financial support to these
farms to help maintain the HNV
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