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Geotourismςwhat is it?

Geotourism is "best practice" tourism that sustains, or even 

enhances, the geographical character of a place, such as 

its culture, environment, heritage, and the well-being of its 

residents.

The concept was introduced publicly in a 2002 report by the 

Travel Industry Association of America (as of 2009 this 

organization adapted name to U.S. Travel Association) 

and National Geographic Traveler magazine.[1] National 

Geographic senior editor Jonathan B. Tourtellot and his wife, 

Sally Bensusen, coined the term in 1997 in response to 

requests for a term and concept more encompassing 

than ecotourism and sustainable tourism.[2]
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Geotourismςthe real definition!

The provision of interpretive and service facilities to enable 
tourists to acquire knowledge and understanding of the geology 
and geomorphology of a site (including its contribution to the 
development of the Earth sciences) beyond the level of mere 
aesthetic appreciation

IƻǎŜΣ ¢Φ !Φ мффрΦ {ŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜΦ Environmental Interpretation, 10 (2) 16-17.
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Geotourismςthe real definition

Geotourismis a form of landscape tourism that specifically focuses 
on geology and landscape. It promotes tourism to geositesand the 
conservation of geodiversityand an understanding of earth 
sciences through appreciation and learning. 

This is achieved through independent visits to geological features, 
use of geo-trails and view points, guided tours, geo-activities and 
patronage of geositevisitor centres.(Newsome & Dowling, 2010)
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Geotourism= geological tourism
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Scottish geotourismςsome history

1760s ςIƛƎƘƭŀƴŘ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΧΧΦ
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1760s ςIƛƎƘƭŀƴŘ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΧΧΦ

1770s ς¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜǊǎΧΧΦ

Johnson & Boswell

Pennant
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1760s ςIƛƎƘƭŀƴŘ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΧΧΦ
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Pennant

Early 1800sςartists & writers..

Scott

Loch Coruisk, JMW Turner, 1834Landseer, 1851
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ωremarkable geodiversity

ω3 billion years of earth 
history

ωbirthplace of geological 
science

Scotland:
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